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Tliis Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c) 
before the mailing date of any of a final action under §1.113, a notice of allowance 
under §1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the statement as specified In 
37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1), that each item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from the foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

The above-identified patent application has a counter part foreign patent application JP 
patent application No. 2001-369669. Applicant's attorney encloses a copy of the Office 
Action and translation issued for the counter part foreign application. The Office Action 
cites several references, listed below, which were provided with the Office Action, and 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(37C.F.R.§1.97(c)(l)/(e){l)) 



Sir: 



are being disclosed to the Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of tlie above-identified patent application. 



us 6,694,051 Bl 



JP 2000-134467 



Copies of these references are enclosed together with a Form PTO- 1449 for the 

Examiner's use. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for any fees associated with 
this communication or credit any over payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 
Respectfully submitted, 



I hereby certify that this correspondence Is being transmitted electronically, on the date 
indicated below, addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 




Date 



PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 
425 Post Road 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
Customer No. 2512 



CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC FILING 





Person Making Deposit 



2 



